	House Vote Will Endanger Troops
VFW calls on Senate to defeat troop withdrawal language

	WASHINGTON, March 23, 2007 -- The national commander of America’s largest organization of combat veterans was deeply critical of today’s vote in the U.S. House of Representatives and issued a stern warning that the vote “will precipitously endanger U.S. forces currently engaged in the war on terrorism.” 

In a close vote of 218-212, the House approved a $124 billion emergency war supplement that includes language to require most of the 140,000 troops to be withdrawn from Iraq by September 2008. 

When Veterans of Foreign Wars Commander-in-Chief Gary Kurpius testified two weeks ago before a joint hearing of the House and Senate Veterans Affairs Committees, he cautioned lawmakers that a vote assigning a timeline to the withdrawal of U.S. forces in Iraq would be perceived by those in uniform as a sign that America’s lawmakers have given up on them and their mission in Iraq. With today’s vote, he is also concerned that our allies will believe we don’t have the resolve to finish what we start, and that it will send a clear signal to our enemies that America and Americans are weak.

Kurpius said his Vietnam generation learned the hard way that when military decisions are second-guessed by opinion polls or overruled by politicians, it’s the common soldier and their families who ultimately pay the price. “As I have stated before, we have to let our generals be generals and wage this war as only they are trained to do.”

He is most upset that the Democrat-controlled House failed to give the ongoing troop “surge” and the military’s plan even the slightest chance of working.

“The House wants short-term victories in a long-term war,” said Kurpius. “That is not going to happen with an enemy who only killed 3,000 innocent people on September 11, 2001 because they didn’t have the means to kill 30,000 or 3 million people.”

Kurpius is once again calling upon his membership of 2.4 million VFW and Auxiliary members to immediately contact their U.S. senators to ensure the troop withdrawal language is stripped from their version of the bill.

Click here to contact your senators. 

Click here to see how your representative voted. 
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