 Chester County Pipeline Task Force 
Mission: To facilitate a fair, accurate, comprehensive and timely technical review of all pipeline projects proposed in or impacting Chester County and to act as a liaison between FERC, pipeline companies, and affected County residents, municipalities and organizations on such projects. 

Participants: 
Jim Gerlach 




Ed Dymek 
Member of Congress 



Supervisor East Caln Township 
Nicholas Cammauf 



Mary Lou Doyle 
District Representative 


State Representative Duane Milne


Congressman Joe Pitts 



Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

James Newbold (Advisory Role) 

Joseph E. Toner 
PA DEP Southeastern Region


Supervisor 
Uwchlan Township 

Dan Greig (Advisory Role) 


Jan Bowers 
Chester County Conservation District 

Executive Director 







Chester County 
Ronald Bailey 



Water Resources Agency 

Director of Planning 

Chester County 

Jeannie Liggett 



Lynda Farrell 
Manager, Regional Government Affairs 
Williams Transco Impacted Resident 

Exelon Corporation 

Lisa Van Houten 



Eileen Quinn Juico 
AES Sparrows Point Impacted Resident 
Dominion Impacted Resident 
Meeting Minutes – March 27, 2009 
New Business: 
The purpose of this meeting was to communicate with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) about the Williams Transco Pipeline Project and other proposed natural gas pipeline expansion projects. Representing FERC were:  Lauren H. O’Donnell, Director, Division of Gas – Environment &Engineering Office of Energy Projects; Berne L. Mosley, Director, Division of Pipeline Certificates, Office of Energy Projects; and John W. Peschke, Senate Liason.

Congressman Gerlach opened meeting briefly explaining the Task Force mission and why it is important to have an exchange of information between citizens and officials at all levels of government as the myriad pipeline projects proceed.
Lauren O’Donnell from FERC then passed out materials explaining various aspects of the FERC process, including a flow chart on environmental review process.

The remaining of the meeting consisted of a question-and-answer session with FERC officials:

Concern:  How closely does FERC monitor construction process after approving permits to make sure that companies are in compliance with conditions placed on the approved projects? Ed Dymek, East Caln, claimed that Williams Transco officials and land agents claim they are entitled to an additional 20 feet of Temporary Right of Way not allowed under the FERC permit. Dymek also stated that Williams and Land Agents always give differing information about what they are doing and what they are permitted to do.
Response:  Lauren O’Donnell stated companies cannot claim additional Right of Way without coming back to FERC and seeking approval for additional Right of Way access. To her knowledge, Williams has not requested additional Right of Way. O’Donnell also stated that construction approvals are granted in stages. FERC inspectors use check lists to make sure the company meets the conditions before being permitted to move onto the next phase. However, O’Donnell said primary compliance lies with the companies. Companies do report their own noncompliance and typically have 24 hours to follow-up on how they are addressing the noncompliance issues.
Concern:  Residents lack basic information about whether companies are in compliance and do not have access to the check lists FERC inspectors use to determine whether the company can begin construction move onto the next phase of construction.

“The citizens whose lands are being built on do not have the ability to see where they (Williams) are on that checklist,” Lynda Farrell said.
Response: O’Donnell stated that every filing is put on FERC e-library system. Congressman Gerlach suggested that the information be put on the agency Web site in a more user-friendly format.
Concern: Williams has started the eminent domain process to take land from 71 property owners and land agents are strong-arming property owners into signing agreements giving Williams the Right of Way they want.

Response:  O’Donnell stated that once FERC approves projects, the law automatically gives companies the right to use eminent domain. The law also prohibits FERC from getting involved in negotiations between property owners and the companies. O’Donnell also said that FERC discusses the conduct of Land Agents frequently with companies and stresses that improper behavior by Land Agents reflects negatively on companies and projects.
Concern:  Some Williams personnel and Land Agents have told property owners that because FERC granted approval for the project, they may begin construction before obtaining state permits from Department of Environmental Protection.

Response:  James H.W. Newbold of the PA Department of Environmental Protection said that is not accurate. He said no construction can begin without the necessary state permits.

Concern: Lack of public input in the process

Response:  Berne Mosley stated that the pre-filing stage of the permitting process was added to give all stakeholders a say in pipeline projects and how they would proceed. Congressman Gerlach said he is working on legislation that would establish an office of Public Advocate within FERC. The Public Advocate would give citizens a greater voice in the process, the congressman stated.
“The commission is asked to be an advocate and a judge,” Gerlach said. “It is too difficult to do those two things at the same time. You need an additional advocate within the commission to speak up for landowner rights.”
Concern:  Lack of an emergency response plan in the event of a pipeline explosion or other catastrophe. Local police, firefighters and other first responders have indicated that they are unaware of such plans. Also, FERC indicates that such issues are handled by Federal Department of Transportation. 
Response:  County Planner Ronald Bailey said he believes the County Emergency Services team has those plans. They may not be available to the public due to Homeland Security concerns. 
Concern:  Appearance that FERC is in cahoots with Williams because it seems that the commission grants every request the company seeks while residents have been shutout in seeking stays and other forms of relief.

Response:  Berne Mosley stressed that the Commission is not a partner with Williams and acts as an independent agency.

Concern:  Williams will be using land in Malvern Hunt for pipe storage. What conditions must be met for where the pipes can be stored and time of day trucks can access the area?

Response:  O’Donnell indicated that Williams needs approval, including endangered species review, for every aspect of the construction process, including its plans for pipe storage. Local officials have some control over truck usage of local roads.

Concern: Lack of industry standard regarding how much Right of Way companies need during projects.

Response: O’Donnell stated that Right of Way issues are handled on a project-to-project basis. Right of Way issues in vast fields are viewed in a different context than Right of Way requests in populated areas. Issues such as the size of the pipe and terrain determine appropriateness of Right of Way requests, she added.
Issues Requiring Follow-up Action

· Congressman Gerlach asked FERC to report back with suggested changes in federal law to better protect the public’s interests and help the Commission do its job more effectively. Among the issues Congress may have to look at is whether eminent domain should automatically be given to companies who receive project approvals.

· Congressman Gerlach indicated Task Force members should hold a conference call to discuss the information FERC presented and determine what the next steps will be.

· The Task Force agreed that additional workshops with FERC to learn more about the process and to give county officials the chance to get in-depth information about the process should be scheduled.

· Lauren O’Donnell stated she will be in contact with Cindy Ivy at Williams to convey property owners’ concerns about land agents, eminent domain, clearing of trees, impact on streams, lack of communication and other issues.
